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aspects of life. It was3 in fact, the other way round. In the
very plight of everyday life, and even among the lower classes,
the ideal was not so much to become rich as to lead a good life,
and it seemed the duty of the State to provide for this. That is
why the number of those who were living on the State steadily
increased. The ideal of a good life naturally varied according
to social and individual circumstances. 'The Greeks never took
kindly to wage-earning/1 One of the reasons for this was that
they hated to be personally dependent on an employer, unless
it was the State itself, that is to say, the body of citizens of
which each one was a member. The wishful planning of man's
good life culminated in the Utopian pictures of an ideal State,
and even the philosophers realized that the community had to
provide the economic foundations for such a life.
The true background of all this is the very nature of the
Greeks, their vigour and vitality as well as their indolence and
modesty, in short their immense capacity to live the 'good
life7, for which comedy is not the meanest witness. In a world
of which they knew the sombre no less than the bright side
the Greeks lived a full and intense life. It was not laborious
nor always honest, and instead of serving the community the
citizens had begun to live on it; but in their economic as well
as in their political life they always tended to make the most of
things.
1 Sir A. Zimmern, Solon and Croesus, 159.